
 

 

MINUTES OF THE MECA TRI-PARK COMPLEX, LLC  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING  

OCTOBER 15, 2025 

A meeting of the Board of Directors of MECA Tri-Park Complex, LLC, a Nebraska limited liability 

company, was called to order by Chairwoman Diane Duren at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 

15, 2025. 

Roll Call: 

Present were: Chairwoman Diane Duren, Ms. Susie Buffett, Mr. Ben Gray, and Mr. Tom Kelley.   

Proof of Publication: 

Notice of the meeting was published in The Daily Record on October 8, 2025, and in the Omaha 

World-Herald on October 8, 2025. 

Approval of Minutes: 

Mr. Gray moved for approval of the minutes of September 17, 2025, MECA Tri-Park Complex, 

LLC Board Meeting, seconded by Mr. Kelley.   

Motion carried:  4-0. ‘ 

President/CEO Report: 

Mr. Roger Dixon deferred to Ms. Bassett for an update on The RiverFront. 

Other Business: 

Park Update 

Ms. Bassett reported that The RiverFront’s fall seasonal projects are well underway.  These include 

plant cutbacks, tree trimming, wood surface sealing, and other preparations for the winter months. 

Water features are also being shut down for the season - the Heartland of America Fountain will 

be turned off within the next month, followed by the winterization of drinking fountains and 

irrigation systems.  Planning is already in progress for ice making, holiday décor, and other end-

of-season activities.  Ms. Bassett noted that the Operations Team has done an outstanding job in 

both planning and execution as the team transitions between seasons, continuing to refine 

processes with each cycle. 

At the end of September, The RiverFront hosted the Terence “Bud” Crawford Celebration 

following his parade through downtown Omaha.  The celebration, held in Heartland of America 

Park, featured vendors and food trucks from North Omaha and included video messages 

congratulating Omaha’s own Terence “Bud” Crawford, along with remarks from his team and 

Mayor John Ewing. 

Earlier this month marked the debut of “Gift Crow” at Heartland of America Park, a striking new 

sculpture by local artist Reneé A. Ledesma.  This permanent installation completes The 

RiverFront’s collection of permanent artwork.  Ms. Ledesma describes her piece as: 



 

 

“Here, we merge with the spirit of the crow, holding both wisdom and mystery — seeing 

the past and the future while standing firmly in the present, reminding us that our 

connection with nature is what grounds us yet allows us to soar.” 

The debut event was a free, family-friendly celebration featuring live performances, food vendors, 

a local artist gallery, and the unveiling of the new sculpture. 

Public Relations Update: 

Grace Safford reported that MECA received extensive and positive media coverage leading up to 

and on the day of the Terence “Bud” Crawford Celebration Parade.  Both Hurrdat and KETV live-

streamed the parade as well as the celebration at Heartland of America Park. The team also 

accommodated KETV anchors broadcasting live on-site for approximately 3.5 hours. 

In addition to the live coverage, there was extensive reporting from WOWT and the Omaha World-

Herald, helping to showcase the event and the community celebration. 

Most recently, during KETV’s Midday Show, The RiverFront’s fall festivities were highlighted, 

including Fun Fall Fridays, Spooky Skate, and It’s Fall Y’all, continuing the positive media 

momentum into the season. 

Next Board Meeting 

The next Board of Directors Meeting is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, November 18, 2025, at 

1:00 p.m. in the MECA Board Room.  

 

Adjournment 

Chairwoman Duren stated the time was 1:04 p.m. and invited a motion to adjourn.  A motion to 

adjourn was made by Ms. Buffett seconded by Mr. Gray. 

 

Motion carried:  4-0. 

Adjournment 1:04 p.m 


